BRITISH EARLY CHILDHOOD PRACTITIONERS VISIT 

YADKIN VALLEY HEAD START
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A team of practitioners representing England’s national childcare program, called SureStart, will spend a week visiting Head Start programs across the State of North Carolina in February 2008.  This historic cooperative exchange between two national comprehensive early childhood programs was orchestrated by the NC Head Start-State Collaboration Office (NC HSSCO) in conjunction with the NC Head Start Association (NCHSA).  

The team’s focus is to gain a greater understanding of best practice in early care and education as it relates to health and education services for children; partnership-building with families; serving children with special needs; and innovative strategies used to blend funds from multiple streams of revenue.  

          
On February 18th, the SureStart team will begin a week-long itinerary of site visits to seven “Programs of Excellence” in five counties to include: Cabarrus County BOE Head Start; Community Action Opportunities Head Start; Four County Head Start; Kannapolis City Schools Head Start; Mountain Area Early Head Start; Tribal Child Care Head Start; and Yadkin Valley Economic Development District, Inc. Head Start and Migrant Head Start.  The featured sites represent a cross-section of Head Start programs that serve diverse populations with an array of services and varying program models.  



On February 21st, the team visited our Head Start Administrative Office (HSAO) arriving at 2:30PM.  After a warm welcome and introductions that began with Board Chair Hassel Brown, and Executive Director Jo Ann Larkins, our visitors were treated to a program presentation by the Head Start Administrative staff.  Although our welcomed visitors were unable to stay with us but for a short time; there was mutual bonding between their staff and ours, and a greater respect for early childhood practices within both countries was realized.  Even though it was mostly business, we shared some good laughs in regard to differences in slang and terminology.  After leaving the HSAO, they visited our Migrant Head Start program and exchanged ideas and practices and more friendships were made.  

SureStart was created in the late 1990’s by the British government and was modeled after the United States’ Head Start program, which was created in 1965 as part of President Lyndon Johnson’s “War on Poverty” initiative.  Head Start administers education, health, nutrition, and social services to low-income preschool children aged 3 to 5 and their families.  Similarly, the Early Head Start program was later created to administer these same services to expectant mothers and very young children from birth to age 3.

The Head Start Collaboration Office is part of the NC Office of School Readiness and seeks to promote the coordination of Head Start services with other early childhood partners in the State’s early care and education system.  The NC Head Start Association is a non-profit organization that advocates on the State and federal levels in support of early childhood and social issues that directly affect Head Start programs and the families they serve.

