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Karl Allen, 
Yadkin Valley 
Head Start On-Site Administrator 
at Jones FRC in Mount Airy
Chosen as one of the two 2009 Head Start Collaboration Special Projects Interns
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[image: ]The Special Projects Internship Program with the North Carolina Head Start State Collaboration Office was created to nurture the development of a cadre of new leaders in Head Start for North Carolina. Promising leaders are selected via a competitive statewide process, and are offered a State-level perspective into the operations of the Head Start-State Collaboration Office and other State and federal programs that serve the interests of young children and families. 

After being interviewed extensively by the HSSCO and the selection committee, two interns were chosen and will work together with senior managers, policymakers, and researchers, attending meetings and seminars and participating in strategic discussions about how to improve services to children and families.  Karl, along with Deborah Kalwat from Family Services Head Start of Winston-Salem will fulfill the work assignment in Raleigh during June-July.  It is the goal of the HSSCO to return interns to their programs as more experienced in policy and effective practice and ready to contribute significant information to the program and the community.

Karl was identified as a finalist in February.  The two winners were announced March 19th at the North Carolina Head Start Association State Conference held in Winston-Salem.  

Karl has 8 years of progressive experience in Head Start serving as a substitute teacher, assistant teacher, lead teacher, and currently as the Onsite Administrator at Jones Head Start Center in Mount Airy. In his current role, he manages a Head Start site serving 106 children and staffed by 12 teachers. Karl graduated from Ferrum in 1981 with an AA degree and was also named "Who's Who Among American Junior College Students.” and currently attends Winston Salem State University, pursuing a BA degree in Early Childhood Education.

Kathy Payne, Yadkin Valley Head Start Director, .recently recognized Karl at the YVEDDI Board of Directors Meeting held April 23, 2009.  Ms. Payne presented Karl with a toy guitar to symbolize him as our “Rock Star”.  We are extremely proud and honored that Karl was awarded this internship.  
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